
SOIL SAMPLING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

A representative sample should consist of a composite of several sub-samples taken 
from the area under investigation.  Equipment for sampling may be a spade, shovel, 
auger or soil sampling tube. 

 

Sample amount must be sufficient for the appropriate analysis selected.  Most analyses 
can be done with a one-quart soil sample (~ 4 cups), with the exception of the A06 (1 
gallon) and M04 growth trial (3 gallons). 

 

Collect sub-samples representing the anticipated rootzone, see below, and place in a 
plastic bag, bucket or pot.  Descriptively label each composite sample for reference.  
Then either fill out the attached sample submittal form or provide detailed billing, 
project, location and site intention information so we may tailor your report accordingly. 

 

Samples may either be dropped off or shipped to our office(s) at: 

Southern CA:       Northern CA: 

Soil and Plant Laboratory, Inc.    Soil and Plant Laboratory, Inc. 
4741 E. Hunter Ave., Suite A    1101 S. Winchester Blvd., G-173 
Anaheim, CA  92807     San Jose, CA  95128 
P/714.282.8777      P/408.727.0330 
F/714.282.8575      F/408.727.5125 
 
 
** Discard the top inch of surface soil, not included in the root zone. 
 

PLANTING MATERIALS DEPTH 
Turf, annuals or ground cover 1-6 inches 
Shrubs, roses or vegetables 1-12 inches 
Trees 6-18 inches 
Very Deep-rooted trees or large box specimens 6 to 24-36 inches 
 
 
Please call if you have further questions or feel you have special conditions that need 
attention by one of our consulting staff members.  Additional information and submittal 
forms are available at our website www.soilandplantlaboratory.com . 


